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May 17, 1982 POR RELEASE ON RECEIPT 

THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART NAMES EVAN H. TURNER TO SUCCEED SHERMAN E. LEE 

Evan Hopkins Turner was today named to be the next Director of The 
Cleveland Museum of Art, to succeed Sherman E. Lee on July 1, 1983. Dr. Turner 
has been Director of the Ackland Art Museum at the University of North 
Carolina since 1978 and was from 1964-1977 Director of the Philadelphia Museum 
of Art. 

The announcement was made by James H. Dempsey, Jr., President of the 
Board of Trustees of The Cleveland Musexan of Art. He emphasized the Board's 
great satisfaction in its choice of a Director— designate, who is, like Dr. Lee, 
curator, connoisseur, and respected leader in the museum world. 

Dr. Turner received his AB, MA, and Ph.D. in the History of Art from 
Harvard University. A teaching fellow at Harvard and winner of a Bacon 
Travelling Fellowship from Harvard, he began his museum career as Lecturer 
and Research Assistant at the Frick Collection, New York. Dr. Turner became 
Curator and Assistant Director at the Wadsworth Atheneum, Hartford, in 
1955; Director of the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts in 1959; and in 1964 
Director of the Philadelphia Museum of Art. He was Adjunct Professor of 
Art History at the University of Pennsylvania from 1970 to 1978 and now 
serves in that capacity at the University of North Carolina. He has been 
awarded honorary degrees by Sir George Williams University, Swarthmore 
College, and Temple University. 
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While Dr. Turner's principal area of curatorial concern has been 
American and European oainting, he has a considerable interest in the 
art of India and Japan and now serves on the Joint Museum Committee of 
the Indo-U.S, Subcornmission of Education and Culture, as a member of 
the Japan-U.S. Friendship Commission, and as chairman of the Japan- 
United States Cultural and Educational Cooperation Joint Committee. 

His responsible posts in the museum profession have included: trusteeship 
and presidency of the Association of Art Museum Directors; chair of the 
museum panel of the National Endowment for the Arts; chair of the 
advisory council of the Center for Museum Education; vice-presidency 
of the American Association of Museums; membership on the Harvard 
Visiting Committee for the Fine Arts; and board membership on the 
International Council of Museums. He currently serves as chairman of 
the arts and artifacts indemnity panel of the Federal Council on the 
Arts and Humanities and as vice-president of the American Federation of 
Arts . 

Dr. Turner has written on museum policies, on American art in general, 
and specifically on Thomas Eakins . His biographical essay on the eminent 
American painter was published in The Thomas Eakins Collection (Philadelphia 
Museum of Art, 1978), In a recent article ( Museum News . May/June 1980) 
in which Dr. Turner surveyed the possibilities for art museum collecting 
in the 1980s, he pointed out the impact of private collectors' tastes 
on the public collections that museums build: "...when an impressionist 
masterpiece can fetch a higher price than, say, a comparably fine Greek 
marble or a medieval carving, this clearly is the result of the private 
collector's sprint into competitive action. If the current trend continues, 
museums may well find that the most responsible and imaginative use of 

their public funds will be consistently in areas where private collectors 
are not in pursuit." 
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Evan Hopkins Turner \vill be the fourth director in the history of The 
Cleveland Museum of Art, v?hich opened to the public in 1916. His pre- 
decessors have been Frederic A. Whiting (1913-1930), William M. Milliken 
(1930-1958), and Sherman E. Lee. Dr. Lee, who became Director in 1958, 
has chosen, after twenty-five years in that post, to retire after reaching 
his sixty-fifth birthday in 1983. Dr. Lee has also served as chief 
curator of Oriental art throughout his tenure at the Museum. 

In accepting the appointment. Dr. Turner said; "Probably the best run 
museum in the country, certainly one of the outstanding collections in 
the world. The Cleveland Museum of Art is inevitably a rewarding in- 
stitution with which to be associated. The example of Sherman Lee^s 
extraordinary achievement is a challenge. One can only feel honored 
by the appointment and, in accepting it, committed to carry on the 
august traditions of this proud institution." 

# # # 


For additional information or photographs, please contact the Public 
Relations Office, The Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106; 216/421-7340. 


